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CODE OF “ARTIME PRACTICES

Edition of December 1, 1943

This third revision of the Code of Wartime Preotices for the Americam
Press is based on experience of the Office o Cemsorship and of the Press
sime the original edition was issued on Jamuary 15, 1942,

All requests of the Code apply to advertising matter, news letters,
corporation and business reports, letters to the editor, porsonal and
soclety news (which often discloses militery or diplomatic movements or
identity restricted hereir), snd commentetors and columnists who deal
both with news and ciroulated reports.

The Code does no 1limit speculation or opinion. But use of my de-
vice of "s eculation® -0 disclose restricted information presents a hagard
to voluntary censorship.

The basic facts of voluntery press censorship remain unchenged, The
first of these facts is that the outocome of the wer is & matter of vital
~ersonal eoncern to the future of every American oitizen., The second is
that the seourity of our armed forces and even of our homes snd our liberties
will be weekened in greater or less degree by every disclosurs o informe-
tion which will help the enemy.

If every member of eve y news staff and contributing writer will keep
these two facts constantly in mind, and then will follow the dictates of
common sense, he will be able to answer for himself many of the questions
which mirzht otherwise trouble hime In other wards, a meximum of accomplishe-
ment will be attained if editors will esk themselves with r gpect to any
given detail, "Is this information Iwould 1ike to h ve if I wers the enemy?"
and then act accordingly.

The result of such a process will hardly represent "Business as usual”
on the news desks of the country. On the contrary, it will mean some
sacrifice of the journslistic enterprise of ordinary times. But it will not
mean a news or editorisl black-out. It is the hope md expectation o the
O0ffice of Censorship that the columns of Americanrpubliceticns will remain
the freest in the world, and will tell the story of our national successes and
shori¢omings acocurately end in much deteil,

The hichly :ratifying response of the press proves hat it understends
the eed for temporery seerifice, and is propared to meke that sacrifice in
the epiril of the Prosident's assurance that such curtsilment as may be
necsssary will be administered™n harmony with the best interests of our free
institutions.™

Below is s summary covering specific problems. Obviously it is im-
possible to snticipate every conceivable contingency. The Office of Cen-
sorship will make specinrl requests fro time to time covering individual
situations in ordsr to round out this outline of publications' prectices
wihich the Government feels are desirable for the effsctive prosedution of
the war, and the security of Americen citisens.

Specisl attention ie directed to the fact that all of the requests in
the summary are modified by a proviso that the informstion 1isted may propere
1y be published when authorized by appropriate authority. News on 21l of th se
subjects will become avail:ble from Government sourcesy but in war, timeliness
is en important fector, and the Government unquestionably is in the best

Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP58-00453R000100070004-3



Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP58-00453R000100070004-3

“2‘. —

position to decide when disclosure ie timely,

The specific informetion which newspapers, magagines, md all other
media of publicetion are msked not to publish except when such information
iz mede available for publication by appropriate authority, or is spe-

cifically clesred by the Office of Censorship, fells into the following
classes:

ARVED FORCES

The general charscter and movements of United States Army, Navy or
Herine Corps units, within or without the continental limits of the
U ited States - their locatiom, identity, or exaot composition, equip~-

snt, or strenzth; destination, routes, and schedules; assembly for

emb: rikation, prospective embarkation, or actual embarketion, Any
such information regarding the troops of friendly nations on Awriran
soil.

Note: The roquest as regards "location” and "zonersl charscter”
does ot apply to troops in training cemps in continentel United Stetes,
nor to units assigned to domestic nolice duty.

Specisl note on unit identification. - Except for troops in training
camps in the United States, members of the armed forces should not be
identified with militery or navel units or shipe. Such unit idenmti-
fica ions are of great value to the enery, and should be eliminmted from service-
men's letters, i terviews, aeddress=s, and similar news.

- Nemss of servicemen ocutside the United States may be publighed sfter
0 7iclal announcemant of the arrivel of United States forees in such
sreas, without any unit o ship identification. Names of naval psrsonnel
should nat be linked with their ships unless the ehip has been smnounced
lost o damsgzed by the ¥avy.

Possible future military operations should not be revealed by idene
tifying ‘m individual or group known for a specialiged activity,

SHIP MOVEMFETS, CARGOWS, EYC.

The identify,loeation and movenents of Tnited States navel or
mershant vessels, of neutrsl vessels, or vessdls of nations oppoeingz the
Axis powers in any waters; the port and tims of arrivel or prospe ctive
arrivel of such vessels, or the port from which they leave; the nature
of cargoes of such vessels; the identity or lecation of enexy naval or
merchant veasels in any waters; the identity, nssembly, « movenents
of transports or convoys; the sxistence of mi-e fields or other hardor
defenses; seocret orders or other secret i structions regardinglishts,
buoys, and ctheor zuides to navigetors; the mumber, size, cherscter,
end locetion of ghips in construction, or advance information asto the
date of launchinzs or commiseloningsy the physienl seteup :r techniosl
detrils of shipyards,

Note. ~ This has no roference to the wveament of wmerchant vesscls on he
Greek Lakes or other shaltersd inlend waterways, unleas specific in-
stances require speoisl ruling,

Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP58-00453R000100070004-3




Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP58-OO4_5_3_ROOO100070004-3
- 3 -

¥ovements of diplomatic exchange ships undor direction of the
State Department.

SHIP SINKINGS, DAMAGE BY ENEMY ATTACKS, ETC.

Information about the sinking or damaging fro. war causes of war
or merchant vessels in any waters,

Note, = The appropriate authoriiy for r sults of United States
naval actior against enemy vessels in or nesr ‘merican watars is the
co.canding officer of the district in wihlch the action uecurs, or the
Raval Office of fublic Relations, Washington.

Information about damage to military ' bjectives, including docks,
railroads, air fields, or public utilities or irdustrial plants encoged
in war work, through enemy land or sea attacks on continental Umited
States or possessions,

Hote. = In reporting such attacks, counter-measures or wlans of
defense shuuld not be dicclosed, except through appropriate military
asuthorities,

The sppropriate autnority for information about damages from enemy
attacks to military objectives on lamd wit in ccutinentsl Unit.d States
or ossessions is the commending office ir the wzome of combat, or the
Arry Bureau of Public Relatlions, swashington, (For th- Hawaiian Islands,
the Navy,)

ATTACKS 1Y AIR

To the end that any air attack on continental United Stotes may be
rported in an orderly fashion, consistent iith the hi hest requirenents
of national security, the following course of action before » during, and
after an air raid is sugpesteds

Before a raid, « I{ 1s desirable that no warnirg or report of an
impending raid be published except as given cut by desipnated repree
sentatives cf the Army Defense Co:mand,

Hotes= it is sugrested that newspapers write in advance to the
appropriate defense comaander to ascertain the location - £ the desige
nated repregentatives of the Defense Command in their ares,

During a raide. = It io reguested that nevs dispatches transmitted
or publisued at the beginning of a raid, prior to oificial announce-
went, be confined to the following: (1) The fact that a raid has bagun,
without estimating h mumber of planesy (2) The fact that some bombs

have been dropped, if fully establ.sied, but without effort to es-
timate the numbery (3) The bare fact that antialreraft guns have gone
into =« tion, ¢

Thereafter, until the raid is ended and the alleclear sounded ,
it is requested that nothing be transmitted or publ. shed except commni-
ques which will become availuble yrowptly and poriodically ironm the
desiznated representatives of the Army Defense Commands

After a raid. - There is no objection to publication of general
descriptions of the action after the sallec.car is given, provided such
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accounts do not (1) play up horror or sensationalisa; (2) deal with or
refer to unconfimmed versions or reportsj (3) contain any estinate of
the mumber of planes irvelved or the mumber of bombs dropped except

as given in commnigues; (L) make any reference tc dasage of military
cbjectives, such as fortificatlors, docks, rallroads, ships, airfields,
public utilities, r industrial plants engaged in war work; (5) make

any menticn of the sxact routes taken by enemy planes; (6) desc:ibe
counter-seasures ¢f defense, such as iroop mobilizetion or movements,

or the number or location of antiasireraft zuns or searchlights in action,
except as officlally anncunced.

It is requested that no photographs showiry damage or combat ac-
tion be published or transmiited except upon clesrance by military au-
thorities,

Nothing in this requost is intended W _reve:at or curtail con-
structive reporting of such wsttors as feats of heroism, incidents
of perscnsl courage, or response to duty by the military or by civilian
defense workers,

ACCReDITED MILITALY AHD KAVAL CURIL-SFGNDENDS.

No yrovisions in this Code of Wartime Practices for the Ameriecan
Proes modify obligations assumed by aceredited correspondents who ace
company Army or Havy forces or are given special ascrediting by the
War or Navy Department to visit r stricted areas in the United Staies.

These conmitments, under War and Navy Department practice, pledge
such correspondents to submit to censorship anything they write in
zones of combat or restriction, or what they .ay write at a later date
as result of tieir observation in those wones. The military department
concerned is the censorship ageney for all such naterial. :

In case of a protracted enemy attack on ihe continental United
States necessitating military declaration of a combat sone, censor-
ship within such an erea wouid of necessity be by military authority.
Acer diting of news gatherers for such a zone will be as in any other
combat area. In the case of such an atiack and declarstion of & silie
tary sone of combat, the r «quests in tiis Code remain applicable to
pross oporations outside the declared area.

PLANES

Disposition, movemenis, missions, new c aracteristics, or strength
of military air units of the tnited States or the United Nationsg
military activities of comercial air lines ar the Civil Air Patrol,

Information conc rning new military airer-ft and related items of
equipment or etalled information on erformance, construction, and
armament of current military aireraft or ralated items, ¢

FURTIFICATIV.S #ND ATR INSTALLATICHS
Location and deseription of fortifications, cuast defense enmplace-

menis, antiaircraft guns and other air defense lnstallations, including
defense installation details of public airports used for military pure
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poses; location or description of camouflaged objectsj location of
specially constructed bomd shelters,

Information concerning irstallations for military purposes out
side the United Statos,

. PRODUCTIONR
(See also sabotage clause)

New or cecret Allisd military weapons, ldentity and location of
plants maldu; themj designs or rate of production or consumpiion of
any specific type of war materialj formilas, .rocesses, or exporlments

conncoted nith war productlon.

Information on lmp:ris, exports, wr governm nt stock siles of
eritical or strategic materials, such as tin, natural rubber, uranium,
chromium, tantalum, mangancse, quinine, tun;sien, platimui, and high
octane gasoline. ’

Movement or transportation of war roterial,

Note, - ‘rogross of  roduction br general catogories ol war ma-
terial, such as planes, tanis, guns, vehicles, anc mmndtions may be
reported; but statistical information on syecific weapons, such as
bombers, Cignter planes, 135-mi. guns, rediua tanks, otc., should be
avoided withcut appropriate authority.

SABOTAGE

Specifications {(including information on ftotilenecks®) which
saboteurs could uae to damage military objectives. lNo mention of
sabotage sh.uld be uade exce.t on the aypropriate authority of the
military agency concerned or the Lopartaent of Justicc.

Weethor forecasts or maps, other than those officially r zleased
by the kcathr Bureau

COKBAT -ONi IST.HVIEWS AND LOTTHERS

A1l intorviews with service men or civilians from combat zones
{including accounts of oscapes from foreign territory) should be sub-
mitted before publicaticn either to the vIflce of Cengorship or the
appropriate Army or Navy public relations of £ cor ncarvest at hiand.
The Yar and the Havy Departments have instructed guch cofficers w e
available for such ingspection and clearancc.

The dangers of uncensored 1 terviews may be considerable, since
information involviag military security, wi.ich has been kept from the

eneny by combat zon: censors, nay arwitiingly zot into cireulation

3

when the possessor of the Iaformation ro turns hooe. Ploasec laike no
chances
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Conosradng lotters from conbat areas, tho press is raimded thet

lished, teke groat care to edit frem them nll besrsey and all mention
wuﬁw«:mmmnuwmmmmmmmﬁmm
beant made publis. The Uffice of Censorship should bs consulted in
cases of doubt In the ~diterts mind,

PHGIOGRAPES AND EAYS

Fhotogreapls convaying the information speedified in thie sumary
mmm«smmmn,mmm,m; sonvoys
mﬁnwm ;11' wfﬁiﬁu in ewmm&ﬂ States o mploted after

: s oF suergawy “a o0 matter when com leted
harbur defeusca inland watersay looke. - )
: ALl aerial photographs of s Sooksx, and harbor iostellations,
WAL .Ammmmmm;zmﬂ* 53 g public utdlity
s all airports withis the continemtol Unitod States. Un ald
asxial photos, care should bo exarcised to suppress landnerks of po-
tential ald to enamy aireTaft,
- Care ah uld beo ﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁ in Mm;i..;é éiwws ¢f srvie: wem o
disslogure of military or .oval undte cutedde the cousstey
m Lmignin, Y

lapa disclosing the locatio: I military depots of any kind, sueh
a8 air, quartercastor or ordnance dupoto ¢ production plantay 'azu
sonale} msmnition or eplogive _lants ag ﬁv iﬁm Y |
Hotee~ This has oo r.foremps t0 maps showing the goreral tusatar
of war or large-scals sonos of action, movements uf a&% forces
msmm,wwmmmwmautm
%&?‘La% ?:? ?;‘W& X ong of sdlitary canps,  rovided av Lidica~
i an of size or stran or aape showlog airfield oRoep
ticse constructed since Deseber 7, Jokl. e ooyt
" Informmtion ecncarning way intelligenos or oounterinteiligence,
:ﬁm 3 ,mm,wwwmwmwwm,mﬂnmw
Becrot, Uttt Sictes or s
, Unitiod States or alliad stans of silit
. t woane or systams o xilitary come

WAR CRISGHE.S, INT FHES, CIVILIAE “HISONS-3

Information as to srrival, wvensnts, conflnuwat, or idontity of
allitary ,riscnevs Do war BOonos) iému& of z:&mr'mkﬁﬁ nrw
inturned as anmxy allens; locations or opsrations of slien fnte.tment
sapey place of confineacnt of alvilians corwlclad of treason, o lonege
or sauctags. ¢

Botaew The appropriate authority for informmtion as $0 war ;risoners
or Wiolr gampes ls the Rar Departnty for escaped .rissners,the gu’
Departonnt of the FBIj MMWﬁmmmewwﬁrwi
e oivillan priscnors described abovs, the Departeent of Justice, In
ay ingulry, plcase wake gurtain whotier the lndividuals lnvoived ave
s litery yrzmm uf wary soeny, alisus, or resstiled citizens or sliens,
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WAR HEWS COMING INTO THE UNIT.-D STATES

War information originating outside Unitod Btates territory mey
be published 1f its origin is made plain,

Any dispatches and  holographs sent sorcss the United States-Canadian
border, or mat:rial for publication in sny other form, should contain
nothing that will conflict with the censorship restrictions of the
country in which the information or photos originate, In doubtful
cases, consult the Yifice of Censorship at Washington,

GENERAL

Identification of combat casualiies until made available for pube
lication by the War or Navy Departments or the next of kin.

Seorctwar plans, or diplomatic negotiations or conversations which
concern military operations,

Information disclosing the new location of national archives, or
of public or private art tressures.

Information about the movements of the Pr-gident of the United
States (including advance notice of any place frow which he will broad-
cast) or of official military or diplomatic misslona of the United
States or of any other nation opposing the Axis powers - routes,
schedules, destination, within or without continental United States;
movements of ranking Army or Naval officers and staffs on official

missioney movements of other i dividuals or units on aillitary or
diplomatic missions,

Iiaformation concerning any phase of the war effort should be
made avallable anywhere which seems to come from doubtful suthority,
or %o be in conflict with the general alms of these requests; or if
gpocial regirictions . equested locally or atherwiee by various au-
thorities seem unreasonsbls or out of harmony with tnls eumnary, 't is
recomnended that the question be submitted at once to the Uffice of
Censorsilp. ‘ .

In addition, if any newspaper, megasine, or other agency or in-
dividual handling nows or special articles desires clarification or
advice as to what disclosures might or might not aid the enemy, the
Oifice of Censorship will coope ate gladly. Such inquiries should
be addressed to the Oifice of Censorship, Washington, 25, D. Ce
- Telephone EXeoutive 3800,

Should further additions or modifications of this summary scem
£e:ﬁ!:&eanddeﬁmble£mnt§m W time, the industry will be ade
vi

THE CFFICE OF CHNSORSHI?,
BIROR PRICE, Direotor
December 1, 1943,
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